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Linux Salaries on the Rise 

By Evan Schuman

How are salaries and perqs faring for a
corporate Linux job applicant? The consensus is
that Linux salaries were, until recently, quite a
bit lower than salaries for traditional platforms, but it's recently evened out.

And companies are more willing to pay relocation costs for Linux hires than
for hires working on other platforms, because of talent shortages, said Brian
Gabrielson, branch manager of consulting services for Robert Half
Technology, a technology recruiting firm.

Gabrielson recommends that Linux applications focus not just on technology,
but also on learning the businesses of the companies they apply to. That's
good advice for any applicant for an IT job, but it's especially important for
applicants for Linux jobs. Given that Linux is relatively new in IT shops, Linux
specialists have an excellent opportunity to give advice to senior
management.

Will Linux specialists start earning more than other IT managers and staff
anytime soon? That depends on management perceptions, Gabrielson said.
He said that Linux is now seen as a replacemennt for Unix, and IT managers
are used to paying lower salaries for Unix talent. When Linux starts replacing
pricier Windows, NetWare and legacy platforms, salaries for Linux specialists
will likely increase, he said.

The jobs in greatest demand are mostly kernel development, TCP/IP stack
and security protocol projects with storage, security, set-top box, consumer
electronics and telecommunications vendors, as well as Internet service
providers, said Rob Jones, president of Glacier Technology Services, which
owns HotLinuxJobs.com.

Demand for Linux and open source jobs is increasing, but enterprises are
mainly migrating from Sun Microsystems Solaris and Hewlett-Packared
HP-UX, not from Windows, in part because the big Windows hardware
vendors have not fully committed to the operating system as a replacement
for other platforms, Jones said.

Evan Schuman (eschuman@thecontentf irm.com) is a freelance technologist
journalist who has covered open systems,  operating systems,  and IT strategy.  His
byline has appeared in InformationWeek, BusinessWeek, USA Today and The New
York Times, and he is former news editor for TechWeb and InformationWeek.
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